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IRAN
Iran is another country listed in Trump’s travel ban. Last 
year 12,269 Iranian students studied at US universities, 80% 
at MA or PhD level. A large proportion of those affected by 
the ban would be students who currently study or have been 
invited to study in America. Their current flag came about 
after the Iranian revolution in 1980. 

Syria, officially known as the Syrian Arab Republic, is in Western Asia. The pictures of suffering in Syria have been seen around the world and the refugee crisis caused by the country’s civil war is the 
worst since World War II. During seven years of war, Syrian people have been described as ‘holding on to life by a thread.’ The UN estimates the death toll to be around 400,000 and about half of Syria’s 
22 million people have been displaced, with millions resettled outside the country. Syria has two national flags, a representation of the conflict going on within the country. Khaled Kamal, an official from 
the Syrian National Council, believes their flag represents independence and the end of Bashar al-Assad’s government. In light of the gas attack in April 2017 and the block on the travel ban, President 
Trump’s current policy on Syrian’s entering the US  is unclear but his attempt to enforce an indefinite ban on any refugees entering the country in January 2017 suggests it is far from welcoming.

SUDAN

LIBYA
The NTC flag was recognised as Libya’s national flag after 
the 2011 revolt that overthrew President Gadaffi. Since then-
Libyan forces, engaged in the ongoing conflict, are guilty of 
arbitrary detention, torture, unlawful killings, indiscriminate 
attacks, disappearances, and the forceful displacement of 
people The desperate migrant situation in Libya has caused 
at least 590 migrants to have died or have gone missing 
along the Libyan coast so far this year. 

SOMALIA
The flag of Somalia was officially adopted on October 12, 
1954. The blue field is the same shade used by the United 
Nations. For years the Somalian people have suffered from 
the effects of warlords, famine and most recently the pres-
ence of Al Qaeda linked groups.

YEMEN
Yemen is one of the Arab world’s poorest countries and over 
70% of the country’s population are in need of aid. The ma-
jority of the victims of the ongoing war have been civilians 
and a third of all civilian deaths have been children under 
the age of eight. U.S. backed Saudi forces have been accused 
of violating international law, yet American refugee policies 
remain designed in a way that excludes many of the victims 
of the violence.

IRAQ
Iraq is in western Asia and once home to some of the earli-
est civilisations. Iraq became a battleground for competing 
forces after the US-led ousting of President Saddam Hussein 
in 2003 and the country has enjoyed little rest from the high 
levels of violence. In the second executive order, Iraq was 
removed

May 2017

Sudan has long been beset by conflict, Its own government 
commiting war crimes against its people and two rounds of 
north-south civil war have cost the lives of 1.5 million peo-
ple, and a continuing conflict in the western region of Darfur 
has added to the death toll and driven two million people 
from their homes. Sudan responded to Trump’s ban saying it 
was unjust as Sudanese citizens have never been involved in 
any crimes or terrorism in the United States.

Eleanor McKee
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Executive Order 13769

On 27th January 2017, also the Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, President Donald Trump signed Executive Order 13769, 
an order that barred citizens of seven Muslim-majority coun-
tries from entering the United States for a period of 90 days. 
Despite the title: ‘Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terror-
ist Entry into the United States’ none of the countries banned 
homed perpetrators of any terrorist attack in the last decade.
including those who plotted and carried out the events of 9/11, 
despite Trump specifying this event as the rationale for the 
ban. The ban also suspended the United States’ refugee system 
for a period of 120 days and put an indefi nite ban on Syrian 
refugees entering the country just days after a plea from the 
United Nations for greater assistance in Syria, a country cur-
rently suffering the biggest refugee crisis since World War II. 

The order was breathtaking in its scope, aggressive in tone, 
nonsensical in its reasoning and chaotic in its implication. 
Although making no reference to specifi c religions the order 
became deemed a ‘Muslim ban’ due to its roots in Trump’s 
Islamaphobic campaign, where in 2015 he called for a “total 
and complete shutdown” of Muslim immigration to the United 
States together with his promise to help Christians in the Mid-
dle East. 

This order was met with a huge response. Sixteen attorney 
generals claimed the ban was unconstitutional and un-Amer-
ican. Within an hour of the ban, protesters had fl ocked to the 
airports where people were being detained and in less than 24 
hours, US district Judge, Ann Donnelly had ordered an emer-
gency stay, blocking the deportation of any individual cur-
rently being held in airports across the United States. Google 
responded with a 4 million dollar crisis fund, which went to 
four institutions, including the ACLU. Airbnb set up a way for 
people to volunteer to their homes to those in need. Starbucks 
vowed to hire 10,880 refugees and in the weekend that pre-
ceded the ban, the ACLU raised over 24 million dollars in do-
nations, six times the 4 million dollars they normally receive 

over one year. The following months saw protests not 
only in America, but around the world including those 
who didn’t suffer directly but wanted to show their out-
rage against the ban and support for the seven countries 
and refugees. I myself attended a protest in Edinburgh. 

My seven scarves were made in response to the events 
of the travel ban. Whether it’s charity T shirts, coloured 
bracelets or pins on backpacks, wearing our support 
on our body has often been used as a symbol of soli-
darity and an outward message of one’s sympathy to a 
cause. Inspired by the colours of the national fl ags of 
the banned countries I created by own designs and any 
profi ts made will go directly to ACLU. 

In March 2017 Trump signed a revised travel ban that 
was more resilient to legal attack and removed Iraq from 
the seven banned countries. The order was once again 
met with an injunction by the courts and a series of ap-
peals and legal battles followed. As it stands, federal 
judges in Hawaii and Maryland have blocked the execu-
tive order but the administration is appealing these court 
decisions and arguments in those cases will be heard in 
May 2017. 

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is a non-
partisan, non-profi t organization . Their stated mission 
is “to defend and preserve the individual rights and lib-
erties guaranteed to every person in this country by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States.’ The ACLU 
works through litigation and lobbying and its instant and 
successful lawsuit on behalf of two Iraqi men, detained 
on immigrant visas due to Trump’s fi rst executive order, 
was fundamental in the blocking of the order.  Since then, 
the ACLU have continued to fi ght the second executive 
order, claiming it is still a Muslim ban and still uncon-
stitutional and they continue to fi ght the administration 

in court. Omar Jadwat, director of the ACLU’s Im-
migrants’ Rights Project said “President Trump’s war 
on equality is already taking a terrible human toll. 
This ban cannot be allowed to continue,’ 

When talking about Trump’s second order Eric Sch-
neiderman, New York’s attorney general, said “This 
doesn’t just harm the families caught in the chaos 
of President Trump’s draconian policies – it’s dia-
metrically opposed to our values, and makes us less 
safe.” The ACLU also emphasized the intensity of the 
chaos that news reports have stressed and the offi -
cial Department of Homeland Security statements 
further refl ected this confusion.The ACLU have fi led 
13 lawsuits seeking information from the Department 
of Homeland Security and local U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection offi ces in more than a dozen cities 
including Boston, Chicago and Los Angeles in their 
fi ght for transparency and an investigation into the 
‘chaos’ that the fi rst executive order caused. 

When the President of the United States has the pow-
er and inclination to create legislation that has been 
described by the high courts as unconsitutional and 
unsafe and when such legislation can have such an 
immediate effect on people’s lives is essential that we 
have the ability and power to be able to quickly and 
succesfully counteract such legislation. The ACLU is 
an organization that has the ability to invoke immedi-
ate and real legal change. It promises to take action 
when Trump or his administration ‘run roughshod 
over ethical norms or trample on people’s constitu-
tional rights.’ The ACLU fi ghts to protect the people 
that the administration does not and that is the reason 
why they are my chosen organization for the profi ts I 
make in this project.

Trump signing the Exectuive Order January 2017



Executive Order 13769





Syria

141 is the number of children killed in Syria 
in the month of March (2017). The Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights broke down 
the causes of these deaths to shells, execu-
tions, torture, machine guns, land mines, 
bombs, air strikes, fi res, rockets, snipers 
and  raids. Below is one National fl ag of 
Syria. It has come to represent the Syrian 
government, ruled by President Bashar al-
Assad. Syria’s other fl ag (right) has come 
to stand for the oppositionial power. Both 
fl ags share the same colours but in different 
proportions.

Inspired by the circle mosaics of Italian ar-
chitect Ettore Sottsass I experimented 
with the colours red, black, green and white 
to create a design.

Taking infl uence from the common sym-
bol of the sun in national fl ags, eventu-
ally I made the decision to cut the cir-
cle in  half, creating more of a sunset 
shape. 

The shape is also recognisable as an 
olive. Syria is considered to be the birth 
place of the olive tree and olives are 
one of their most successful exports. 
The image to the right is from the Junko 
Shimada Fall 2014 Ready-to-wear col-
lection. The use of colour and pattern 
in this collection, and specifi cally its 
appearance on material, was an initial 
research point for the early planning 
stages of the design. The pages shown 
below are from my planning and exper-
imentation. Begining with just random 
combinations of shapes with no colour 

on  long rectangles on big sheets of A3, 
I then began to reduce the variations 
and refi ne the design, adding colour 
and experimenting with different orders 
and combinations. The fi nal editing and 
completion happened on the computer. 
The fi nal design is shown on the bottom 
right.

Above: A drawing by Ettore Sottsass, who 
uses bold geometric patterns in his work as 
an architect and  designer.

Above: The fi nal design
Left: The initial planning stages of my design 
before I began creating the fi nished design 
on the computer. 



Iran
There are 656,000 doctors and surgeons working in the United States, 15,000 of those doctors come from the seven Muslim 
majority countries that have been subject to Trump’s Muslim Ban. Trump’s executive order prevented students who had been of-
fered a place at an American University access into the country. When President Trump implemented the initial travel ban, due 
to confusion and chaos of who the exectuive order affected, Doctors despite having Green cards were denied access into the US. 
Every few months US doctor, Dr Shamshirsaz (pictured opposite) returns to his home country, Iran, to carry out difficult and rare 
surgeries on babies. When the ban was implemented he was advised not to return to Iran for the two surgeries he had planned, 
as there were reports of doctors being denied re-entry into the US. The ban meant Dr  Shamshirsaz was left with ‘An impossible 
decision’ and in the end cancelled his trip to perform life saving surgery. Dr Shamshirsaz covers the cost of his travel and is paid 
nothing for the work he does. Dr  Shamshirsaz said “If you want to have the cutting edge in medicine, these other countries need 
to have a connection with the US .’

One thing that was a 
source of inspiration 
for all my banners 
was Iranian archi-
tecture, which tra-
ditionally makes use 
of abundant symbol-
ic geometry, using 
pure forms such as 
circles and squares. 
Plans are based on 
often symmetrical 
layouts featuring 
rectangular court-
yards and halls. Re-
cently Iran has seen 
a boom in modern 
architecture since 
US removed some 
sanctions. As well as 
architecture, Irani-
an mosaics are awe 
inspiring in their 
detail, colours and 
sheer mass , spread 
across ceilings and 
domes.he art of tile 
working blossomed 
in the Islamic period 
of Iran.

Left: Some examples 
of Iranian architec-
ture and mosaics 
Far Left: On the far 
left my initial devel-
opment of the ban-
ner.



Iran





Sudan
The atrocities, war crimes and fam-
ine that the Sudanese people have 
endured throughout a long and 
brutal civil war are unimaginable. 
180 days is how long the previous-
ly agreed relief from US imposed 
sanctions would be delayed by. 
Due to Trump’s travel ban. These 
sanctions agreed under President 
Obama assess progress on human 
rights and ongoing conflicts, and 
are expected to impact businesses 
that deal with agriculture, import-
export services, transportation, 
technology, medical equipment and 
oil. A statement from the Foreign 
Ministry said “It is particularly 
unfortunate that this decision coin-
cides with the two countries’ histor-
ic move to lift economic and trade 
sanctions ... and just as economic 
and financial institutions as well as 
businessmen in the country were 
set to continue developing their in-
vestment projects...”. 
Much of the inspiration behind 

this banner came from my research 
into local Sudanese dress inspired 
by the bold colours and patterns 
seen in the clothing of the Nuer and 
Ja’aliin tribes. Often they wear 
multiple different patterns and col-
ours with an array of beads and 
belts and jewellery and this was in 
the front of my mind when creating 
the banner. Below is the Sudanese 
flag. 

Below are sheets from my inital planning 
stages of this banner  experimenting with 
different combinations.





Libya
 The largest flow of modern African migration funnels through a single 
country - Libya. The Murzuq Desert has become a hub of migrants in 
their search for survival. The temperature in the Murzuq Desert can 
rise as high as 108 °F during the brutally hot summer months. The 
desert is home to a massive illicit trade of weapons, petrol and food 
goods which move across its borders and drugs, alcohol and people 
are smuggled in. It has turned into a hub for human smuggling. Mi-
grants are shuttled between refugee camps, stash houses and hollowed 
out lorries. Those who survive share horror stories of kidnappers who 
held them for ransom, waiting hours, days, or weeks for payment from 
their family. ‘The journey will drag them through several layers of 
hell before their toes even touch the sea.’ The Mediterranean has been 
called ‘ a vast unmarked grave’ due to the sheer number of migrant 
lives that have been lost at sea. More than 3,000 people have died 
crossing the most treacherous point of the Mediterranean, where Lib-
ya’s northern shore connects to the string of islands surrounding the 
Italian coast. The flag below is the current national flag of Libya and 
below that you can see my process of coming up with my design at the 
computer stage.



Somalia
The picture, above right, shows Somalia’s capital city Mogadishu before the war. The picture below it shows the capital after two decades of civil war.
Somalia differs from the other flags in this project because of its colouring. It uses the blue that the UN flag has. When it came to creating my banner I incorporated the colour 
blue and after much experimentation also added red and black to my design to make for a more interesting and complimentary design. I took inspiration from the classic diamond 
that is featured in many national and naval flags. The spots were inspired by the markings of leopards, the national animal of Somalia  The current flag of Somalia is shown 
bottom right. My process is bottom left and my final design is below. 



Somalia





39 is the percentage of people in 
Britain between the ages of 18 
and 24 who are aware of the con-
flict in Yemen. Yemen is suffering 
a humanitarian crisis on such 
an extreme level that 460,000 of 
Yemen’s children face sever mal-
nutrition. Overall, 14.1 million 
people are food insecure while 
seven million people are consid-
ered severely food insecure. The 
war in Yemen is ongoing yet the 
country’s suffering is relatively 
unknown and unreported in com-
parison to the conflicts in places 
like Syria where the effects of 
the refugee crisis are more no-
ticable. Geographically, Yemen 
is surrounded by other war torn 
countries and there is little abil-
ity for the people to even attempt 
to seek refuge. The situation is 
apparently only going to futher 
deteriroarte without a significant 

Yemen
increase in aid. The picture above shows one of Yemen’s 
capitals, the beautiful city of Sana’a which is unique in 
its architecture  where the buildings are decorated with 
white lines and patterns. Below is the current national 
flag of Yemen. Its colours were the starting inspiration 
for my banner, I also aimed to incorporate the contrast-
ing white lines found on the buildings of the country’s 
capital. My initial planning is shown on the left. 



Iraq

Thousands of Iraqis have 
fought alongside US troops 
for years or worked as trans-
lators since the US-led in-
vasion in 2003. Many have 
resettled in the United States 
after being threatened for 
working with U.S. troops. 
The original executive order 
listed Iraq. Although it was 
removed from the second ban 
it was included in this pro-
ject. 
The inspiration for this ban-
ner came from looking at 
Swedish graphic design and 
modernist design which often 
features grids, block colour 
and white spaces. 


